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Good evening, Major Field, all members of Royal Military Academy Sundhurst Rugby Football Club,

I am Mitsutaka Sanada, Captain of the National Defense Academy Rugby Football Club.
First of all, on behalf of the club, I would like to thank you for giving us the wonderful opportunity of this match.

The National Defense Academy Rugby Football Club was established in1953, when the Academy was opened.

The first president of our Academy, Dr. Tomoo Maki, had a great appreciation of sports and encouraged our students to do
sports. Because of his experience of studying at Oxford University, He was especially aware of the educational value which
Rugby possesses and called it as a sport for the leaders of the Japan Self-Defense Forces.

The objectives of this tour is to play in the rugby’s mother country where rugby is deeply rooted in the society, to recognize
our club’s current position and to explore which we should go for a next decade.

Therefore, it is our great pleasure to be able to have exchange with you. I am sure it also will be a lifelong memory for our
cadets.

Integrity, discipline, solidarity, passion and respect ; those rugby’s core values are what we should share as persons who hold
national defense positions. [ believe that is exactly a true meaning of having exchanges each other.

I hope today is our kick-off for the continuous exchange with you in the future.

I would like to close my speech with expressing our sincere thanks for such a great opportunity to meet with you all.
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